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FIG. 3
START

CALCULATE REAR WHEEL TORQUE
ST COMMAND VALUE ACGORDING TO
PEDAL FORCE

go | STORE PEDAL FORCE GORRESPONDING
TO CRANK ANGLE IN MEMORY

g3 | CALCULATE PHASE SHIFT ANGLE
ACCORDING TO VEHICLE SPEED

READ OUT PEDAL FORGCE WITH PHASE
SHIFTED BY PHASE SHIFT ANGLE FROM
sS4 CURRENT CRANK ANGLE,

AND CALCULATE FRONT WHEEL TORQUE
COMMAND VALUE

g5 | DRIVE REAR WHEEL MOTOR AT REAR
WHEEL TORQUE COMMAND VALUE

ge |DRIVE FRONT WHEEL MOTOR AT FRONT
WHEEL TORQUE COMMAND VALUE

(  RETURN )
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1
ELECTRICALLY ASSISTED VEHICLE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an electrically assisted
vehicle including pedals to input human power and an electric
motor to drive a wheel.

2. Description of the Related Art

US2007/0169973 Al discloses a two-wheeled vehicle
including a front wheel electric motor that drives a front
wheel, a rear wheel electric motor that drives a rear wheel, and
pedals. Wheel drive modes include an integral wheel drive
mode for activating both motors, a rear wheel drive mode for
activating only the rear wheel electric motor, a front wheel
drive mode for activating only the front wheel electric motor,
and pedaling assist that drives the rear wheel by the pedals and
the rear wheel electric motor.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The inventors of preferred embodiments of the present
invention described and claimed in the present application
conducted an extensive study and research regarding an elec-
trically assisted vehicle, such as the one described above, and
in doing so, discovered and first recognized new unique chal-
lenges and previously unrecognized possibilities for
improvements as described in greater detail below.

In an electrically assisted bicycle that is an example of an
electrically assisted vehicle, a crank is rotated by a pedal force
applied to the pedals, and the crank rotation is transmitted to
a rear wheel. On the other hand, an assist torque of a magni-
tude proportional to the torque applied to the crank is gener-
ated by the electric motor, and the assist torque generated by
the electric motor is transmitted to the rear wheel. Accord-
ingly, driving of the wheel by human power can be assisted by
a torque generated by the electric motor.

The present inventors have conducted a study of an elec-
trically assisted bicycle with such an arrangement. In the
course of their study, the present inventors discovered a chal-
lenge as described below, and developed the preferred
embodiments of the present invention.

In the conventional electrically assisted bicycle, an assist
torque proportional to a pedal force torque applied from the
pedals to the crank is generated from the electric motor in
synchronization with the pedal force torque. The pedal force
torque to be applied to the crank rises from the starting point
of a crank angle slightly beyond the top dead center of the
pedal and decreases toward the bottom dead center through
the maximum value. At this time, a moment arises where an
assist torque generated by the electric motor becomes exces-
sively great at the timing of a near-maximum value of the
pedal force torque, and the rotation speed of the wheel
becomes fast as compared with the rotation speed of the
crank, and the crank rotates freely for a certain time in some
cases. At this time, resistance from the pedals suddenly
decreases, so that the driver experiences a feeling of no
response to the pedal force. That is, the driver experiences a
feeling that the applied pedal force is not effectively trans-
mitted to the rear wheel. Such a feeling of no response to
pedal force makes the riding feeling poor.

A preferred embodiment of the present invention provides
an electrically assisted vehicle including a vehicle body, ped-
als to input human power, a crank that is coupled to the pedals,
and freely rotatably supported on the vehicle body, a wheel
(i.e., at least one wheel) that is attached to the vehicle body
and is configured to rotate according to a rotation of the crank,
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afirst electric motor that is attached to the vehicle body and is
configured to drive the wheel, a second electric motor that is
attached to the vehicle body and is configured to drive the
wheel or another wheel, a torque detection unit that is con-
figured to detect a torque applied to the crank, a torque com-
mand value calculation unit that is configured or programmed
to calculate a first torque command value for the first electric
motor and a second torque command value for the second
electric motor according to a torque detected by the torque
detection unit and calculate the first and second torque com-
mand values such that the first and second torque command
values are mutually shifted in phase, and a motor drive unit
that is configured to drive the first electric motor and second
electric motor according to, respectively, the first torque com-
mand value and second torque command value calculated by
the torque command value calculation unit.

According to this arrangement, when human power is input
to the pedals to rotate the crank, the wheel attached to the
vehicle body rotates according thereto, and the vehicle is thus
caused to run. The first electric motor drives one wheel, and
the second electric motor drives the same wheel or another
wheel. Accordingly, an assist driving force to assist human
power driving is generated by the first electric motor and the
second electric motor to impart the assist driving force to the
vehicle. The first and second torque command values for the
first and second electric motors are mutually shifted in phase.
Because an assist driving force to be imparted to the vehicle
is temporally smoothed, the assist driving force is prevented
from momentarily becoming excessively great. Because a
sudden decrease in resistance from the pedals is thus reliably
avoided, the feeling of no response to the pedal force is also
reliably avoided, and an electrically assisted vehicle with a
satisfactory riding feeling is provided.

Additionally, because the first and second torque command
values are mutually shifted in phase, peak values of a drive
current are capable of being made small. Because the first and
second electric motors are accordingly driven by a battery
with a small output, the battery is downsized, and the vehicle
is significantly reduced in weight as a result.

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, one of
the first torque command value and the second torque com-
mand value is in synchronization with a torque that the torque
detection unit detects. Accordingly, a driving force that is in
synchronization with a torque due to human power applied to
the crank is generated from one electric motor, while a driving
force shifted in phase from the driving force is generated from
the other electric motor. Because the assist driving force
generated by the first and second electric motors accordingly
includes an assist driving force component corresponding to
temporal changes in pedal force, a natural riding feeling is
achieved.

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the
wheel (i.e., the at least one wheel) includes a front wheel and
arear wheel, a rotating force of the crank is transmitted to the
rear wheel, the first electric motor is disposed so as to drive the
rear wheel, the second electric motor is disposed so as to drive
the front wheel, and the first torque command value or second
torque command value is in synchronization with a torque
that the torque detection unit detects. According to this
arrangement, because the first and second electric motors
drive the rear wheel and front wheel, respectively, a two-
wheel drive type of electrically assisted vehicle is provided.
Moreover, because one of the first and second electric motors
generates an assist driving force that is in synchronization
with a pedal force applied to the pedals, a natural riding
feeling is achieved.
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In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the
wheel (i.e., the at least one wheel) includes a first wheel to
which a rotating force of the crank is transmitted and a second
wheel to which a rotating force ofthe crank is not transmitted,
the first electric motor drives the first wheel, and the first
torque command value is in synchronization with a torque
that the torque detection unit detects. According to this
arrangement, the assist driving force generated by the first
electric motor to drive the first wheel to which a rotating force
of'the crank is transmitted is in synchronization with the pedal
force applied to the pedals. Accordingly, an even more natural
riding feeling is achieved. The first wheel may be a rear wheel
when the electrically assisted vehicle includes a front wheel
and a rear wheel.

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the first
torque command value and the second torque command value
are shifted 90 degrees in phase when one rotation of the crank
is provided as one period. According to this arrangement,
driving forces to be generated by the first and second electric
motors are shifted in phase by 90 degrees as converted to a
rotation angle of the crank. Because the driving force is
capable of being correspondingly smoothed effectively, an
excellent riding feeling is achieved. Additionally, because
peaks of the drive current are significantly reduced or mini-
mized, a battery with a small current output is capable of
being used, and as a result, the vehicle is significantly reduced
in weight.

The electrically assisted vehicle according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention preferably further
includes a vehicle speed detection unit that is configured to
detect a vehicle speed of the electrically assisted vehicle, and
the torque command value calculation unit is configured or
programmed to match the first torque command value and the
second torque command value in phase when a vehicle speed
that the vehicle speed detection unit detects is not more than
a first speed, and shift the first torque command value and the
second torque command value in phase when a vehicle speed
that the vehicle speed detection unit detects is over the first
speed. According to this arrangement, when the vehicle speed
is not more than the first vehicle speed, driving forces of the
first and second electric motors are matching in phase, so that
at the time of low-speed running such as the time of starting,
a great assist driving force is imparted to the vehicle. In
particular, by causing driving forces of the first and second
electric motors to be synchronized with a pedal force applied
to the pedals (that is, in synchronization with a torque applied
to the crank), a great assist driving force that is in synchroni-
zation with the driver’s pedal force is generated. Driving of
the vehicle is accordingly assisted by the great assist driving
force at the time of low-speed running such as the time of
starting. On the other hand, if the vehicle speed exceeds the
first vehicle speed, driving forces of the first and second
electric motors are shifted in phase, so that the driving force is
be smoothed to avoid the feeling of no response to the pedal
force, and a peak current is made small.

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the
torque command value calculation unit preferably is config-
ured to shift the first torque command value and second
torque command value 90 degrees in phase when a vehicle
speed that the vehicle speed detection unit detects is over a
second speed greater than the first speed, and calculate the
first and second torque command values in accordance with
characteristics in which a phase shift of the first torque com-
mand value and second torque command value increases
from O degrees to 90 degrees according to an increase in
vehicle speed when a vehicle speed that the vehicle speed
detection unit detects is over the first speed and not more than
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the second speed. If the vehicle speed is in a range of the first
speed to the second speed, first and second torque command
values are obtained in accordance with characteristics in
which a phase shift of the first and second torque command
value increases from 0 degrees to 90 degrees according to an
increase in vehicle speed. Therefore, the phase shift of driving
forces of the first and second electric motors gradually
increases as the vehicle accelerates. Thus, a state transition is
smoothly performed between a state with no phase shift and
a state with a phase shift of 90 degrees, without negatively
effecting the riding feeling, that is, without causing a feeling
of discontinuity of the driving force with a sudden change in
driving characteristics. Accordingly, an electrically assisted
vehicle with a good riding feeling is realized.

The above and other elements, features, steps, characteris-
tics and advantages of the present invention will become more
apparent from the following detailed description of the pre-
ferred embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side view for describing a configuration of an
electrically assisted vehicle according to a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram for describing a configuration of
a control system of the electrically assisted vehicle.

FIG. 3 is aflowchart for describing a processing example of
a controller regarding control of a rear wheel electric motor
and a front wheel electric motor.

FIG. 4 is a waveform chart showing an example (working
example) of the phase relationship of a pedal force, a rear
wheel driving force, and a front wheel driving force.

FIG. 5 is a waveform chart showing the phase relationship
of'a pedal force, a rear wheel driving force, and a front wheel
driving force in a comparative example.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 is a side view for describing a configuration of an
electrically assisted vehicle according to a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention. The electrically assisted
vehicle 1 preferably is a two-wheeled vehicle including a
front wheel 3, a rear wheel 4, a human power drive system
configured to drive the rear wheel 4 by human power, and an
electromotive drive system configured to drive the front
wheel 3 and the rear wheel 4 by electric motors 13 and 14,
respectively.

The electrically assisted vehicle 1 includes a frame 2 that
constitutes a vehicle body, a front wheel 3 attached to the
frame 2, and a rear wheel 4 also attached to the frame 2. The
frame 2 includes a head pipe 5, an upper pipe 6, a front pipe
7, a seat pipe 8, a pair of left and right rear pipes 9, and a pair
of left and right lower pipes 10. The upper pipe 6 extends
rearward from the head pipe 5. The front pipe 7 is disposed
under the upper pipe 6, and extends obliquely downward from
the head pipe 5 toward the rear. The seat pipe 8 extends
upward from the rear end portion of the front pipe 7. The rear
end portion of the upper pipe 6 is coupled to the seat pipe 8. A
saddle 11 is attached to the upper end portion of the seat pipe
8. Under the saddle 11, a battery 12 is attached to the seat pipe
8.

The pair of rear pipes 9 are parallel or substantially parallel
to each other. The pair of rear pipes 9 extend rearward and
obliquely downward from the rear end portion of the upper
pipe 6. On the other hand, the pair of lower pipes 10 are
parallel or substantially parallel to each other. The pair of
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lower pipes 10 extend rearward from the rear end portion of
the front pipe 7 substantially horizontally. Rear end portions
of the pair of rear pipes 9 are respectively coupled with rear
end portions of the pair of lower pipes 10. A rear wheel
sprocket 15 and the rear wheel 4 are freely rotatably attached
to the coupling portion of the rear pipes 9 and the lower pipes
10. The rear wheel 4 includes a hub in which a rear wheel
electric motor 14 is incorporated. The rear wheel electric
motor 14 is configured to impart a driving force to the rear
wheel 4.

A crankshaft 16 is freely rotatably attached to a coupling
portion of the front pipe 7 and the seat pipe 8, such that the
crankshaft extends horizontally to the left and right. A drive
sprocket 17 is attached to the crankshaft 16. An endless chain
18 is wound around the drive sprocket 17 and the rear wheel
sprocket 15. A rotation of the crankshaft 16 is therefore trans-
mitted from the drive sprocket 17 via the chain 18 to the rear
wheel sprocket 15. A pair of crank arms 19 are respectively
attached to both end portions of the crankshaft 16. The crank-
shaft 16 and the pair of crank arms 19 constitute a crank 23. A
pair of pedals 20 are respectively attached to the pair of crank
arms 19. By adriver 21 operating the pedals 20, the crankshaft
16 is rotated, which enables driving of the rear wheel 4 by
human power.

A steering shaft 25 is freely rotatably inserted into the head
pipe 5. A pair of front forks 26 are attached parallel or sub-
stantially parallel to each other to a lower end portion of the
steering shaft 25. The front wheel 3 is freely rotatably
attached to lower end portions of the pair of front forks 26.
The front wheel 3 includes a hub in which a front wheel
electric motor 13 is incorporated. The front wheel electric
motor 13 is configured to impart a driving force to the front
wheel 3. A handle bar 27 is attached to the upper end of the
steering shaft 25. The handle bar 27 extends horizontally or
substantially horizontally, and includes a pair of grips 28 that
are respectively grasped by the right hand and left hand of the
driver 21. By the driver 21 operating the handle bar 27 to turn
to the left and right, the steering shaft 25 turns about an axis
center of the head pipe 5, and in accordance therewith, the
front forks 26 and the front wheel 3 integrally turn to the left
and right. The electrically assisted vehicle 1 is thus steered.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram for describing a configuration of
a control system of the electrically assisted vehicle 1. The
electrically assisted vehicle 1 includes a human power drive
system 31 configured to transmit a pedal force applied to the
pedals 20 by the driver 21 at a predetermined gear shift ratio
to be supplied to the rear wheel 4, and an electromotive drive
system 32 configured to supply driving forces of the rear
wheel electric motor 14 and the front wheel electric motor 13
to the rear wheel 4 and the front wheel 3, respectively.

The human power drive system 31 includes the crank 23
that rotates due to a pedal force applied to the pedals 20, an
acceleration mechanism 35, a transmission mechanism 36,
and a one-way clutch 37. The acceleration mechanism 35
includes the drive sprocket 17, the chain 18, and the rear
wheel sprocket 15. The rotation of the crank 23 is accelerated
according to a gear ratio between the drive sprocket 17 and the
rear wheel sprocket 15. The transmission mechanism 36 is,
for example, housed in the rear wheel hub, and arranged to
shift a rotation of an input shaft coupled to the rear wheel
sprocket 15 at any of the plurality of (for example, three) gear
shift ratio stages to be output to an output shaft. The one-way
clutch 37 transmits a rotating force in one direction (forward
drive direction) of the output shaft of the transmission mecha-
nism 36 to the rear wheel 4, and does not transmit a rotation
in the other direction (reverse drive direction). Therefore, a
rotating force in the forward drive direction (human power
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torque) applied to the crank 23 is changed in speed by the
transmission mechanism 36 after being accelerated by the
acceleration mechanism 35, and is transmitted to the rear
wheel 4 via the one-way clutch 37.

The electromotive drive system 32 drives the rear wheel
electric motor 14 and the front wheel electric motor 13
according to an output of a pedal force sensor 41 and an
output of a crank angle sensor 42. The pedal force sensor 41
detects a pedal force (torque) applied to the crank 23, and
outputs a pedal force signal according to the pedal force. The
pedal force sensor 41 is an example of a torque detection unit
configured to detect a torque applied to the crank 23. The
crank angle sensor 42 detects a crank angle that is a rotation
angle of the crankshaft 16. The reference position of a crank
angle (rotational position with a crank angle=0 degrees) may
be set at a position where a pedal force applied by the driver
21 rises from zero, for example. Such a reference position can
be set, for example, between a top dead center position where
one crank arm 19 points directly upward from the crankshaft
16 and a forward horizontal position where the one crank arm
19 points horizontally forward from the crankshaft 16. More
specifically, a position where the crank arm 19 is inclined
forward about 30 degrees from the top dead center position
may be provided as the reference position of a crank angle, for
example.

The electromotive drive system 32 includes the pedal force
sensor 41, the crank angle sensor 42, the front wheel electric
motor 13, the rear wheel electric motor 14, a front wheel
speed reduction mechanism 43, a rear wheel speed reduction
mechanism 44, and a controller 45. The controller 45 is con-
figured or programmed to drive the front wheel electric motor
13 and the rear wheel electric motor 14 according to outputs
of'the pedal force sensor 41 and the crank angle sensor 42. A
rotation of the front wheel electric motor 13 is reduced by the
front wheel speed reduction mechanism 43, and transmitted
to the front wheel 3. A rotation of the rear wheel electric motor
14 is reduced by the rear wheel speed reduction mechanism
44, and transmitted to the rear wheel 4.

The controller 45 is configured or programmed to include
a front wheel torque command value calculation unit 53 and
a rear wheel torque command value calculation unit 54 con-
figured or programmed to calculate a front wheel torque
command value and a rear wheel torque command value,
respectively, according to outputs of the pedal force sensor 41
and the crank angle sensor 42. Further, the controller 45 is
configured or programmed to include a front wheel motor
drive unit 55 configured to drive the front wheel electric
motor 13 based on a front wheel torque command value, and
a rear wheel motor drive unit 56 that drives the rear wheel
electric motor 14 based on a rear wheel torque command
value. The front wheel torque command value is a command
value for a drive torque that needs to be generated by the front
wheel electric motor 13. The rear wheel torque command
value is a command value for a drive torque that needs to be
generated by the rear wheel electric motor 14. The front wheel
motor drive unit 55 and the rear wheel motor drive unit 56 are
configured or programmed to perform PWM (pulse width
modulation)-control of a drive voltage from the battery 12 at
duty ratios respectively corresponding to the front wheel
torque command value and rear wheel torque command
value. The PWM-controlled drive voltages are applied to the
front wheel electric motor 13 and the rear wheel electric
motor 14. Drive currents respectively corresponding to the
front wheel torque command value and rear wheel torque
command value thus flow to the front wheel electric motor 13
and the rear wheel electric motor 14.
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The front wheel torque command value calculation unit 53
and the rear wheel torque command value calculation unit 54
are examples of a torque command value calculation unit.
Also, the front wheel motor drive unit 55 and the rear wheel
motor drive unit 56 are examples of a motor drive unit.

The controller 45 is configured or programmed to further
include a vehicle speed detection unit 58. The vehicle speed
detection unit 58 detects a vehicle speed of the electrically
assisted vehicle 1 to output vehicle speed information. The
vehicle speed detection unit 58 may be configured to detect a
vehicle speed based on the rotation speed of the front wheel 3
or the rear wheel 4, for example. More specifically, the
vehicle speed detection unit 58 may preferably be configured
to detect a vehicle speed of the electrically assisted vehicle 1
based on the rotation speed of the front wheel electric motor
13 or the rear wheel electric motor 14. The vehicle speed
detection unit 58 does not necessarily need to obtain a vehicle
speed of the electrically assisted vehicle 1, but it suffices to
output vehicle speed information corresponding to the
vehicle speed. Specifically, because the rotation speed of the
front wheel 3 or the rear wheel 4 is proportional to the vehicle
speed, the rotation speed may be output as vehicle informa-
tion. Similarly, because the rotation speed of the front wheel
electric motor 13 or the rear wheel electric motor 14 is pro-
portional to the vehicle speed, the motor rotation speed may
be output as vehicle information. FIG. 2 shows an example
where the vehicle speed detection unit 58 outputs vehicle
speed information corresponding to the rotation speed of the
front wheel electric motor 13.

The controller 45 further includes a phase difference set-
ting unit 50 that sets phase differences of a rear wheel torque
command value and a front wheel torque command value
with respect to the phase of a pedal force based on the crank
angle detected by the crank sensor 42 and the vehicle speed
detected by the vehicle speed detection unit 58. When the
vehicle speed detected by the vehicle speed detection unit 58
is not more than a predetermined first vehicle speed threshold
(e.g. 0 km/h), the phase difference setting unit 50 sets the
phase difference of a rear wheel torque command value with
respectto the phase of a pedal force to zero, and sets the phase
difference of a front wheel torque command value with
respect to the phase of a pedal force to zero. Therefore, the
phase shift angle (relative phase difference) between the front
wheel torque command value and the rear wheel torque com-
mand value becomes zero. On the other hand, when the
vehicle speed detected by the vehicle speed detection unit 58
is over a predetermined second vehicle speed threshold (e.g.,
about 30 km/h) greater than the first vehicle speed threshold,
the phase difference setting unit 50 sets the phase difference
of a rear wheel torque command value with respect to the
phase of a pedal force to zero, and sets the phase difference of
a front wheel torque command value with respect to the phase
of a pedal force to 90 degrees, for example. Therefore, the
phase shift angle between the front wheel torque command
value and the rear wheel torque command value becomes 90
degrees, for example. When the vehicle speed detected by the
vehicle speed detection unit 58 is greater than the first vehicle
speed threshold and not more than the second vehicle speed
threshold, the phase difference setting unit 50 keeps the phase
difference of a rear wheel torque command value with respect
to the phase of a pedal force to zero, while setting the phase
difference of a front wheel torque command value with
respect to the phase of a pedal force to a value in the range of
0 degrees to 90 degrees according to the vehicle speed (for
example, in proportion to the vehicle speed). More specifi-
cally, the phase difference of a front wheel torque command
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value with respect to the phase of a pedal force is set so as to
be greater as the vehicle speed is greater.

Ifthe reference position of a crank angle has been set at the
rising position of a pedal force as described above, the phase
difference of a front wheel torque command value and the
phase difference of a rear wheel torque command value with
respect to the phase of a pedal force are equivalent to the
phase difference of a front wheel torque command value and
the phase difference of a rear wheel torque command value
with respect to the phase of a crank angle.

FIG. 3 is aflowchart for describing a processing example of
the controller 45 regarding control of the rear wheel electric
motor 14 and the front wheel electric motor 13. When a pedal
force is detected by the pedal force sensor 41, the controller
45 (rear wheel torque command value calculation unit 54), for
example, calculates a rear wheel torque command value pro-
portional to the pedal force detected by the pedal force sensor
41 (step S2). In this case, the rear wheel torque command
value is a value for which the pedal force is multiplied by a
certain rear wheel assist ratio. Therefore, the phase of the rear
wheel torque command value coincides with the phase of the
pedal force.

The controller 45 correlates and stores an output signal of
the crank angle sensor 42 and an output signal of the pedal
force sensor 41 in a memory 46 (FIG. 2) (step S2). That is, the
controller 45 stores a pedal force corresponding to a crank
angle in the memory 46.

Further, the controller 45 (phase difference setting unit 50)
calculates phase shift angles for the rear wheel torque com-
mand value and the front wheel torque command value based
on vehicle speed information generated by the vehicle speed
detection unit 58 (step S3). In the processing example, the
pedal force and rear wheel torque command value are in the
same phase, so that the phase difference setting unit 50
obtains a phase difference of the front wheel torque command
value with respect to the pedal force.

The controller 45 (front wheel torque command value cal-
culation unit 53) reads out from the memory 46 a pedal force
corresponding to a crank angle shifted in phase by the phase
shift angle from the current crank angle, and calculates a front
wheel torque command value proportional to the pedal force
(step S4). Therefore, the phase of the front wheel torque
command value shifts by the phase shift angle from the rear
wheel torque command value. The magnitude of the front
wheel torque command value is a value proportional to the
pedal force despite the shift in phase, and is a value for which
the pedal force is multiplied by a certain front wheel assist
ratio. In other words, the magnitude of the front wheel torque
command value is a value for which the pedal force shifted in
phase by the phase shift angle is multiplied by the front wheel
assist ratio.

The controller 45 (rear wheel motor drive unit 56) supplies
a current according to the calculated rear wheel torque com-
mand value to the rear wheel electric motor 14 (step S5).
Therefore, to the rear wheel 4, together with a pedal force
applied by the driver, a rear wheel assist force (rear wheel
assist torque) that is in synchronization with the pedal force is
supplied from the rear wheel electric motor 14. A rear wheel
driving force to drive the rear wheel therefore equals a total
value of the pedal force and the rear wheel assist force. On the
other hand, the controller 45 (front wheel motor drive unit 55)
supplies a current according to the calculated front wheel
torque command value to the front wheel electric motor 13
(step S6). As a result, the phase of a front wheel assist force
(front wheel assist torque) that the front wheel electric motor
13 supplies to the front wheel 3 shifts from the pedal force by
the phase shift angle. The pedal force and the rear wheel assist
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force are in the same phase, so that with respect to the rear
wheel driving force (=pedal force+rear wheel assist force)
being a total of those forces, the phase of a front wheel driving
force (=front wheel assist force) shifts by the phase shift
angle.

The processing example of the flowchart shows a case
where the rear wheel torque command value is in the same
phase and the front wheel torque command value is in a
different phase with respect to the pedal force. In the case of
shifting not only the phase of the front wheel torque command
value but also the phase of the rear wheel torque command
value from the phase of the pedal force, the controller 45
respectively calculates a front wheel phase shift angle and a
rear wheel phase shift angle with respect to a pedal force
based on vehicle speed information. Then, the controller 45
reads out from the memory 46 pedal forces corresponding to
crank angles respectively shifted in phase by the front wheel
phase shift angle and the rear wheel phase shift angle from the
current crank angle, and calculates a front wheel torque com-
mand value and a rear wheel torque command value respec-
tively proportional to those pedal forces. Accordingly, the
phase of the front wheel torque command value shifts from
the pedal force by the front wheel phase shift angle, and the
phase of the rear wheel torque command value shifts from the
pedal force by the rear wheel phase shift angle. By setting the
front wheel phase shift angle and the rear wheel phase shift
angle to different values, the front wheel torque command
value and the rear wheel torque command value are mutually
shifted in phase.

FIG. 4 is a waveform chart showing an example of the
relationship of the phases of a pedal force, a rear wheel
driving force, and a front wheel driving force. The pedal force
shows changes following a waveform approximating an
absolute value waveform of a sine wave. The pedal force and
the rear wheel torque command value are in the same phase,
and therefore, the pedal force and the rear wheel driving
force (=pedal force+rear wheel assist force) are in the same
phase. The front wheel driving force is shifted 90 degrees in
phase with respect to the pedal force, for example. Moreover,
the magnitude of the front wheel driving force is, in this
example, set equal to the rear wheel driving force. The rear
wheel driving force and the front wheel driving force (=for-
ward driving force) are thus mutually shifted 90 degrees in
phase, and equal in peak values. Accordingly, electrical assist
with less uncomfortable feeling is realized. A total driving
force (rear wheel driving force+front wheel driving force)
that is applied to the electrically assisted vehicle 1 displays a
waveform that takes the minimum value at respective peak
positions of the rear wheel driving force and the front wheel
driving force and takes the maximum value between the peak
positions. Fluctuations in rear wheel driving force are com-
pensated by a phase-shifted front wheel driving force, and as
a result, fluctuations in total driving force are sufficiently
small and negligible as compared with fluctuations in rear
wheel driving force or front wheel driving force.

FIG. 5, which shows a comparative example, shows an
example in which the phases of the rear wheel torque com-
mand value and front wheel torque command value are both
made to coincide with the phase of the pedal force. In this
case, the phase of a total driving force also coincides with the
phase of the pedal force. The rear wheel driving force and the
front wheel driving force simultaneously take peak values,
and the total driving force takes the maximum value simulta-
neously therewith. The maximum value equals a sum of the
peak values of the rear wheel driving force and front wheel
driving force. The total driving force therefore greatly fluc-
tuates. That is, the total driving force repeats a sudden
increase and a sudden decrease. When the total driving force
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suddenly increases, the electric motors 13 and 14 suddenly
accelerate. At this time, if an excess of assist occurs in a crank
angle range where the driver applies a great pedal force, a
feeling of no response to the pedal force may occur. This
problem is solved by the arrangement of the present preferred
embodiment for which the rear wheel driving force and front
wheel driving force are shifted in phase.

As described above, according to the present preferred
embodiment, when human power is input to the pedals 20 to
rotate the crank 23, the rear wheel 4 rotates according thereto,
and the electrically assisted vehicle 1 is thus caused to run.
The rear wheel electric motor 14 drives the rear wheel 4 to
impart a rear wheel assist force to the rear wheel 4, and the
front wheel electric motor 13 drives the front wheel 3 to
impart a front wheel assist force to the front wheel 3. Accord-
ingly, human power driving is assisted by the rear wheel assist
force and the front wheel assist force. The rear wheel torque
command value and the front wheel torque command value
for the rear wheel electric motor 14 and the front wheel
electric motor 13 are mutually shifted in phase. Because an
assist force to be imparted to the electrically assisted vehicle
1 is temporally smoothed, the assist force is prevented from
momentarily becoming excessively great. Because a sudden
decrease in resistance is accordingly avoided when a pedal
force is applied to the pedals 20, the feeling of no response to
the pedal force is reliably avoided, and an electrically assisted
vehicle 1 with a satisfactory riding feeling is provided.

Additionally, because the rear wheel torque command
value and the front wheel torque command value are mutually
shifted in phase, peak values of a full drive current to be
supplied to the rear wheel electric motor 14 and the front
wheel electric motor 13 are made small. Because the rear
wheel electric motor 14 and the front wheel electric motor 13
are accordingly driven by a battery 12 with a small output, the
battery 12 is downsized, and consequently the electrically
assisted vehicle 1 is significantly reduced in weight.

For avoiding the feeling of no response to the pedal force,
it may be considered, in place of differentiating the rear wheel
torque command value and the front wheel torque command
value in phase, to make the phases thereof the same, and for
example, perform control to limit the front wheel torque
command value to a certain upper limit value or less. How-
ever, such control causes fluctuations in the ratio of an assist
driving force to a pedal force, which thus possibly causes
another uncomfortable feeling, and further possibly results in
a lack of assist force. In the preferred embodiment described
above for which a phase difference is provided between the
rear wheel torque command value and the front wheel torque
command value, there is no possibility of causing such an
uncomfortable feeling and lack of assist force.

In the present preferred embodiment, because the rear
wheel torque command value is in synchronization with a
pedal force, an assist force that is in synchronization with a
torque (pedal force) due to human power applied to the crank
23 is generated from the rear wheel electric motor 14, while
an assist force shifted in phase from the assist force is gener-
ated from the front wheel electric motor 13. Because the assist
force generated by the electric motors 13 and 14 accordingly
includes an assist force component (rear wheel assist force)
corresponding to temporal changes in pedal force, a natural
riding feeling is achieved. Moreover, in the present preferred
embodiment, the rear wheel assist force to be imparted to the
rear wheel 4 to which a pedal force applied to the crank 23 is
transmitted is in synchronization with the pedal force.
Accordingly, a further natural riding feeling is achieved.

Also, in the present preferred embodiment, when the
vehicle speed is sufficiently great, the rear wheel torque com-
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mand value and the front wheel torque command value are
shifted preferably by 90 degrees in phase when one rotation of
the crank 23 is provided as one period, for example. Because
the assist force accordingly is effectively smoothed, an excel-
lent riding feeling is achieved. Additionally, because peaks of
the drive current are significantly reduced or prevented, a
battery 12 with a small current output is able to be used, and
as a result, the electrically assisted vehicle 1 is significantly
reduced in weight.

Further, in the present preferred embodiment, the rear
wheel torque command value and the front wheel torque
command value are matched in phase when the vehicle speed
is not more than the first vehicle speed threshold, and the rear
wheel torque command value and the front wheel torque
command value are shifted in phase when the vehicle speed is
over the first vehicle speed threshold. Accordingly, at the time
of low-speed running such as the time of starting, a great
assist force is imparted to the electrically assisted vehicle 1. In
particular, by making assist forces to be generated by both of
the rear wheel electric motor 14 and the front wheel electric
motor 13 be in synchronization with a pedal force applied to
the pedals 20, a great assist force that is in synchronization
with the driver’s pedal force is generated. Driving of the
electrically assisted vehicle 1 is accordingly assisted by the
great assist force at the time of low-speed running such as the
time of starting. On the other hand, if the vehicle speed
exceeds the first vehicle speed threshold, assist forces to be
generated by the rear wheel electric motor 14 and the front
wheel electric motor 13 are shifted in phase, so that the assist
force is smoothed to avoid the feeling of no response to the
pedal force, and a peak current is made small.

Further, in the present preferred embodiment, the rear
wheel torque command value and the front wheel torque
command value are shifted 90 degrees in phase when the
vehicle speed is over the second vehicle speed threshold, and
when the vehicle speed is over the first vehicle speed thresh-
old and not more than the second vehicle threshold, a phase
shift of the rear wheel torque command value and the front
wheel torque command value is set in accordance with char-
acteristics in which the phase shift increases from 0 degrees to
90 degrees according to an increase in vehicle speed. There-
fore, the phase shift of assist forces to be generated by the rear
wheel electric motor 14 and the front wheel electric motor 13
gradually increases as the electrically assisted vehicle 1
accelerates. Thus, a state transition is smoothly performed
between a state with no phase shift and a state with a phase
shift of 90 degrees, without negatively effecting the riding
feeling, that is, without causing a feeling of discontinuity of
the assist force with a sudden change in driving characteris-
tics. Accordingly, an electrically assisted vehicle 1 with a
good riding feeling is achieved.

Although a preferred embodiment of the present invention
has been described above, the present invention may be car-
ried out in yet other modes as will be exemplified below.

In the preferred embodiment described above, a vehicle
preferably including the two driving wheels 3 and 4 has been
described, but the number of driving wheels may not be two.
That is, in the electrically assisted vehicle according to the
present invention, only one driving wheel may be provided, or
three or more driving wheels may be provided, for example.
Also, in the electrically assisted vehicle according to the
present invention, a driven wheel(s) that follows in accor-
dance with running of the vehicle may or may not be pro-
vided. For example, in the case of a two-wheeled vehicle
including a front wheel and a rear wheel, either one of the
front wheel and rear wheel may be a driving wheel, and the
other of those may be a driven wheel. Also, only the driving
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force of a human power drive system may be supplied to
either one of the front wheel and rear wheel, and only the
driving force of an electromotive drive system may be sup-
plied to the other of those. As a more generalized description,
aplurality of driving wheels may include a wheel (i.e., at least
one wheel) to which only the driving force of a human power
drive system is supplied, and a wheel (i.e., at least one wheel)
to which only the driving force of an electromotive drive
system is supplied. The total number of wheels may not be
two, and may be one, or may be three or more, for example.

In the preferred embodiment described above, the two
electric motors 13 and 14 preferably supply assist forces to
the front wheel 3 and the rear wheel 4, respectively, but there
may be an arrangement for which two electric motors supply
assist forces to one wheel (front wheel 3 or rear wheel 4). In
this case, the feeling of no response to the pedal force is
reliably avoided by shifting assist forces to be generated by
the two electric motors in phase.

Three or more electric motors may be provided, for
example. In this case, it suffices to shift assist forces to be
generated by at least two of the electric motors in phase. The
three or more electric motors may impart assist forces to
respective different wheels, or at least two electric motors
may impart assist forces to a common single wheel. In the
case of shifting assist forces to be generated by n (nis anatural
number not less than 2) electric motors in phase, it is prefer-
able to set the phase difference between torque command
values of the electric motors to 180 degrees/n each, for
example. In any case, the phase difference between the torque
command values becomes 90 degrees or less.

In the preferred embodiment described above, the rear
wheel torque command value preferably is in synchroniza-
tion with a pedal force, and the phase of the front wheel torque
command value is shifted from the phase of a pedal force.
However, the phase of the front wheel torque command value
may be synchronized with the phase of a pedal force, and the
phase of the rear wheel torque command value may be shifted
from the phase of a pedal force. Further, as described above,
the phases of both of the front wheel torque command value
and rear wheel torque command value may be shifted from
the phase of'a pedal force. Also in this case, it is preferable that
the front wheel torque command value and the rear wheel
torque command value are mutually shifted in phase.

In the preferred embodiment described above, the front
wheel torque command value and the rear wheel torque com-
mand value are preferably shifted with reference to a crank
angle. However, the front wheel torque command value and
the rear wheel torque command value may be shifted in phase
based on the phase of a pedal force, or a phase difference
between the front wheel torque command value and the rear
wheel torque command value may be secured by temporally
shifting the phase of the front wheel torque command value
and the phase of the rear wheel torque command value.

Although an electrically assisted vehicle in the mode of an
electrically assisted bicycle has been exemplified in FIG. 1,
anelectrically assisted vehicle according to the present inven-
tion may have a mode of a moped or other vehicle, for
example.

The present application corresponds to Japanese Patent
Application No. 2013-238176 filed in the Japan Patent Office
on Nov. 18, 2013, and the entire disclosure of the application
is incorporated herein by reference.

While preferred embodiments of the present invention
have been described above, it is to be understood that varia-
tions and modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the
art without departing the scope and spirit of the present inven-
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tion. The scope of the present invention, therefore, is to be
determined solely by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An electrically assisted vehicle comprising:

a vehicle body;

pedals to input human power;

a crank that is coupled to the pedals and freely rotatably

supported on the vehicle body;

a wheel that is attached to the vehicle body and is config-

ured to rotate according to a rotation of the crank;
afirst electric motor that is attached to the vehicle body and
is configured to drive the wheel;

a second electric motor that is attached to the vehicle body

and is configured to drive the wheel or another wheel;
atorque detection unit that is configured to detect a torque
applied to the crank;

atorque command value calculation unit that is configured

or programmed to calculate a first torque command
value for the first electric motor and a second torque
command value for the second electric motor according
to the torque detected by the torque detection unit and
calculate the first and second torque command values
such that the first and second torque command values are
mutually shifted in phase; and

a motor drive unit that is configured to drive the first elec-

tric motor and second electric motor according to,
respectively, the first torque command value and the
second torque command value calculated by the torque
command value calculation unit.

2. The electrically assisted vehicle according to claim 1,
wherein one of the first torque command value and the second
torque command value is in synchronization with the torque
detected by the torque detection unit.

3. The electrically assisted vehicle according to claim 1,
wherein

the wheel is a rear wheel, and the another wheel is a front

wheel,

arotating force ofthe crank is transmitted to the rear wheel;

the first electric motor is configured to drive the rear wheel;

the second electric motor is configured to drive the front
wheel; and

14

the first torque command value or the second torque com-
mand value is in synchronization with the torque
detected by the torque detection unit.

4. The electrically assisted vehicle according to claim 1,

5 Wwherein
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the wheel includes a first wheel to which a rotating force of
the crank is transmitted;

the another wheel is a second wheel to which a rotating
force of the crank is not transmitted;

the first electric motor is configured to drive the first wheel;
and

the first torque command value is in synchronization with
the torque detected by the torque detection unit.

5. The electrically assisted vehicle according to claim 1,

wherein the first torque command value and the second torque
command value are shifted 90 degrees in phase when one
rotation of the crank equals one period.

6. The electrically assisted vehicle according to claim 1,

further comprising a vehicle speed detection unit that is con-
figured to detect a vehicle speed of the electrically assisted
vehicle, wherein

the torque command value calculation unit is configured to
match the first torque command value and the second
torque command value in phase when the vehicle speed
detected by the vehicle speed detection unit is not more
than a first speed, and shift the first torque command
value and the second torque command value in phase
when the vehicle speed detected by the vehicle speed
detection unit is greater than the first speed.

7. The electrically assisted vehicle according to claim 6,

wherein the torque command value calculation unit is con-
figured to shift the first torque command value and the second
torque command value 90 degrees in phase when the vehicle
speed detected by the vehicle speed detection unit is greater
than a second speed that is greater than the first speed, and
calculate the first and second torque command values in
accordance with characteristics in which a phase shift of the
first torque command value and second torque command
value increases from 0 degrees to 90 degrees according to an
increase in the vehicle speed when the vehicle speed detected
by the vehicle speed detection unit is greater than the first
speed and not more than the second speed.
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